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Dear students,  

The origin of diplomacy can be traced back to the moment when our predecessors realized 

that it was better to hear a message than to eat the messenger. 

But some say that in the 21st century, with all the modern technologies that had developed, 

diplomats are no longer needed, contacts between leaders are direct and immediate, and 

diplomacy is a vestige from the past. On the other hand, far greater importance is being 

assigned nowadays to diplomacy in resolving the problems of the modern world, in contrast 

to the alternative of military power. So, more than ever diplomacy has remained important in 

dealing with challenges and threats appearing on the international scene and has to adapt 

according to the complexity of our times. 

So I could predict that the future of diplomacy is assured as long as humanity exists. 

Diplomacy will survive. Undoubtedly it will be practiced differently; it has to! Changes are 

already taking place. 

 

Dear students, young leaders of tomorrow,  

Good  diplomats should know a good bit about foreign affairs and foreign policy, and they 

should also demonstrate a reasonably sophisticated understanding of their own country—

history, geography, politics, economics, high and popular culture, comprehension of the 

political environment, ability to analyze complex situations  proficiency in languages  

Without an understanding of the history, political system, habits and attitudes of their own 

counties diplomats cannot start making contact and co-operation with other entities. Add top 

notch writing and analytical skills. Add curiosity. Add idealism and loyalty to the country, 

and last but not least add good social skills. Does such a person exist? 

We speak today of economic diplomacy, of environmental diplomacy, of preventive 

diplomacy, of multi-track diplomacy, of public diplomacy.  

This is why I want to commend you for your interest in diplomacy but more widely to the 

world in which we are living .It is no accident that all democracies have put a high estimate 

upon education. Only through education can equality of opportunity be anything more than a 
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phrase. Accidental inequalities of birth, wealth, and learning are always tending to restrict the 

opportunities of some as compared with those of others. Only free and continued education 

can counteract those forces.   

It does not matter what you choose to do with your future what is important is for you to 

know how to use the opportunities that are given to you. Learning is important, being a man 

that cares for the humanity is crucial 

Unfortunately we know of great philosophers that developed horrible theses of racial racism, 

of chemist who created deadly weapons, of doctors who used their science to conduct 

revolting experiments on patients, of physicist who helped creating weapons of death  

We do not know what the future will be made of, and we - the older generation cannot give 

you the knowledge that will still be valid in 10 or 20 years from now 

Instead I want to tell you a story.   

One of my Professors, who became renowned in his field, and has led to a number of 

scientific breakthroughs, was asked what he thought led him to be so creative. Where his 

original thinking does came from? 

He told us a short story: When he was 3 or so, he tried to grab a plastic milk bottle. The bottle 

slipped from his hands and fell, and all the milk spilled on the floor. He started crying, and 

his mother came into the kitchen quickly. But instead of doing what most mothers would 

have done, instead of blaming him, yelling at him or punish him, she told him: "What a nice 

mess you have done! I've never seen a puddle of milk so beautiful! Do you want to play with 

the puddle before we clean it?" And smiled.  

The child was of course very happy to find out that he wouldn't be punished and played some 

time with the puddle of milk. Then the mother asked: "How do you propose we do clean the 

milk? With a sponge, or with paper towel? What do you prefer?" 

He chose the sponge and together they cleaned up the spill. 

But then the mother continued. She picked up the empty milk bottle, and said: "Now, we 

need to learn how to hold the bottle without spilling its content. 

They went out, and the little boy learned that if he holds the bottle with both hands the little 

bottleneck, the content doesn't spill! What an amazing discovery! 

Of course he did not remember the story. Only when he finished his doctorate, his mother 

told him the story. And thinking about it, he understood that it was the most significant 
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moment of his academic life. The moment when he realized that he is allowed to make 

mistakes. 

Mistakes are not so bad, even when they cause damages. Even when the milk is spilled on the 

floor. 

You can be anything you choose to be.  

What is important is to realize what being part of humanity means, and remember to remain 

true to yourself. 

Congratulations to the organizing team, and thank you, Tova, for all that you are doing.  

 

 

 


